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ABSTRACT:

This study includes a record search, literature review, and a 6.77 acre survey to determine
the presence or absence of prehistoric and/or historic sites within the commercial property
located south of National Trails Highway, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad
lines and north of the Mojave River. A triplex is proposed for the project area.

This study was conducted to comply with local guidelines and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The record search and literature review identified
twenty-one cultural resources within the project area. The result of the intensive survey
of the project area was negative. No prehistoric or historic cultural resources were
located within the project area. However, because the surface visibility at the property
was zero due to a covering of gravel, added to the presence of twenty-one prehistoric and
historic resources located around the project area and within one-quarter mile of the
property, monitoring is recommended during initial grading.
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Background

This study presents the results of a cultural resource survey for a 6.77 acre project area
within the Town of Oro Grande, San Bernardino County, California (Figures 1-1 and 1-
2). The project area is located along National Trails Highway south of the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad lines and north of the Mojave River.

This study was conducted to comply with local guidelines and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

This Phase I archaeological survey provides a record search, literature review, and review
of early maps to identify previously recorded prehistoric and historic resources; an
intensive field survey; and a report of finding. Literature information and site records for
recorded cultural resources within a one mile radius of the proposed project area were
obtained from data provided by the Archaeological Information Center, San Bernardino

County Museum, Redlands, California.

1.2 Project Setting

The project area is located on the frontage of National Trails Highway south of the
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad lines and north of the Mojave River (see Figure
1-2). The upper section of the project area is covered by gravel. It is proposed for a
multi-family (triplex) residence. The topography within the project area is relatively

level, but is situated across two terraces of the Mojave River.
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Figure 1-1. Project Location



) "y
L1326

-
[

WAP B04-36-284
PAEL N0 4




Figure 1-2. Project Area

1.3  Plants in the project area

Plants within the project area included only native and non-native species of grasses.

14 Background — Prehistory

The Victor Valley and surrounding areas were occupied by the Serrano culture groups;
whose tribes include the Kitanemuk, the Alliklik, the Vanyume, and the Serrano (Kroeber
1925). The general term “Serrano” is used to describe these tribes as a whole and to
describe the more southern, mountainous division known as the Serrano proper (in
particular, the peoples living in the region of the San Bernardino Mountains) (Kroeber
1925:611). In fact, Kroeber (1925:611) states that Serrano means little more than
‘““mountaineers’”—‘those of the Sierras,” to be exact” The project area is located in
what is most likely Vanyume territory, but may have also been used by the Serrano proper
and several neighboring culture groups. The Vanyume territory is a vaguely defined area
that includes the Mojave River Sink up to Daggett or Barstow (Kroeber 1925:614). The
Vanyume are believed to have become extinct as a culture group shortly after the Mission
Period. Serrano territory includes the San Bernardino Mountain Range from the San
Bernardino Peak to Mount San Gorgonio, and (roughly) the lands lying north of this
range. The Serrano also “occupied the San Gabriel Mountains or Sierra Madre west to

Mount San Antonio.” (Kroeber 1925:615).

1.5 Background — Historic Period

The earliest recorded exploration into this region was made by Francisco Garces, a
Spanish priest who was a member of the de Anza party, following the 1774 exploration to
establish a route from Tucson to the Mission San Gabriel. In 1776, Garces established a
route across the Mojave Desert to the San Gabriel Mission known as the Mojave Trail

(also Mojave Indian trail or Mojave Road). During the 1820s, several individuals were
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making use of different trails to cross the desert. By 1831, one of the better utilized was
known as the Old Spanish Trail (also Spanish Trail). With the end of the Mexican-
American War in 1848 and the discovery of gold in California in 1849, a route
established by the Utah-based Mormons (called the alternatively the Mormon Trail,
Mormon Road, Salt Lake Road, or Los Angeles-Salt Lake Wagon Road) to travel from
Salt Lake City through Las Vegas and down the Cajon Pass into the San Bernardino and
Los Angeles areas became the most utilized means of moving people and goods through
the desert (York 1995, Bean and Vane 1979, Brooks etal. 1979).

In the 1860s and 1870s, Way-Stations were in place along the Old Spanish Trail (now
being called the Santa Fe or Emigrant Trail) to sell goods to those travelling along the
route. The way-station closest to the project area was the Upper Crossing (Rancho
Verde). Although obvious attempts were made to farm and ranch the area, most met with
limited success; mining became the major enterprise for the region. In the 1880s railways
finally began making their way into the region, continuing on into the early 1900s. One
of the latest of these, the Union Pacific, had part of its route through Oro Grande (York
1995, Bean and Vane 1979).

The town of Oro Grande started out as a mining camp, becoming a permanent settlement
after the railroads arrived. Short line rails of varying gauges were also built to service the
local mining industries. One such line, a seven-mile run of narrow gauge brought ore
from the Waterloo mine operated by the Oro Grande mining Company to the company
mill on the Mojave River. While gold was found at Oro Grande, limestone for the
production of cement became the major commodity for the local area (Bean and Vane

1979).
1.6 Record Search and Literature Review Results
The record search for recorded cultural resources within a one mile radius of the project

area was conducted at the Archaeological Information Center, San Bernardino County

Museum, Redlands, California. The record search consisted of a search of files of
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recorded archaeological sites; inventory and excavation reports; and, properties listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, the California Historical Landmarks, California

Inventory of Historic Resources, and California Points of Historical Interest.

No previously recorded cultural resources are within the 6.77 acre project area, but there
are four (4) area reports and twenty-one (21) resources located adjacent to the project arca
listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the California Historical Landmarks, the

California Inventory of Historic Resources, or in California Points of Historical Interest.

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (CA-SBr-6793H); CA-SBr-10318H (a
communication line); the National Old Trails (CA-SBr-2910H), the Old Government
Road; also the prehistoric Mojave Trail (CA-SBr-3033/H/CHL-963), the Spanish Trail
(CA-SBr-4272H/CHLS565), and the Mormon Trail (CA-SBr-4411H/CHL-577) are located
north and south of the project area. In addition, six (6) historic sites (Ca-SBr-10156H, an
historic structure site; Ca-SBr-7044H, a refuse disposal site; Ca-SBr-1584-9H, water
transportation; Ca-SBr-661H, an historic campsite; Ca-SBr-1584-2H, an historic ranching
site; and 36-18738 NRHP-E [86-3]) the “Victorville Bridge™) and five (5) prehistoric
sites (CA-SBr-10155, a food processing site; CA-SBr-156, a rock art site; CA-SBr-182, a
lithic scatter; CA-SBr-67 and CA-SBr-68, both food processing sites) were previously
recorded; all within less than one mile from the project area. Also, several bedrock
mortars were recorded within one-quarter mile of the project area, and an isolated find, a

glass marble (P36-061,293) within one-half a mile.
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SECTION 2
METHODS, RESULTS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Field Methods

The project area was surveyed by Christy Malan, Justin Malan, and Rachel Cerreto on
March 6, 2012. All subsurface exposures in the project area (e.g., graded areas, road cuts,
animal burrows, etc.) were investigated for the presence of cultural material remains.
Ground visibility was zero overall (0 percent), the grounds were graded and covered with

gravel within the project area.

2.2 Field Results

This study included a literature review and record search conducted at the Archaeological

Information Center (AIC) at the San Bernardino County Museum.

The results of the survey were negative. However, the literature search results (twenty-

six located cultural resources) and the fact that the ground visibility was zero, suggests

the need for monitoring during initial grading on the property within the project area.

2.3 Recommendations

Monitoring during initial grading is recommended for the property.

If any human remains are encountered during grading operations, all work must be halted

and the county coroner must be contacted to determine the nature and disposition of these

remains.
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Figure 2-1. Project Area looking north.
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Figure 2-2. Project Area looking south.
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Figure 2-3. Project Area looking east.

16



‘4

e
Ry

o

v

e
i

Figure 2-4. Project Area looking west.
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Figure 2-6. Upper and Lower Terraces.
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